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Interpret the SafeAssign Report 

The SafeAssign report provides extensive information to help you determine whether 

students are appropriately citing the works used in their papers.  

The report includes:  

 The overall SafeAssign score. 

 The phrases in the paper that match existing works in the databases. 

 The original sources for each matching phrase. 

You can save the report to disk, print it, or send a direct link to it using email. 

QUICK STEPS:  Accessing a SafeAssign report 

1. While viewing the attempt on the Modify Grade screen, select the SafeAssign 

icon ( ). The detailed SafeAssign report is displayed. 

2. From the list of Suspected Sources:  

 Click the listed source to view the original source.   

 Click the magnifying glass to highlight the related phrase within the paper. 

3. Click a linked phrase in the paper’s text to view a comparison of it to the original 

source. 

 

The top portion of the SafeAssign report contains the overall matching percentage as 

well as a Help link for further information. As an instructor, you have the option to save 

the report to disk, print it, or send a link to the report by email.   
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The next section lists the original sources that match sections of the submitted paper. To 

display the original work, click on the source title. To display the related phrase within 

the student’s paper, click the magnifying glass ( ).  

You may also select sources and reprocess the paper without them. 

 

Within the paper’s text, matching phrases are numbered. Click a phrase to display the 

Source Comparison Window that provides a direct comparison between the paper’s 

phrase and the source document it matches. 
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Interpreting the Overall SafeAssign Score 

The overall SafeAssign score indicates the percentage of the submitted paper that 

matches existing sources. This score is a warning indicator only, and papers must be 

reviewed to see if the matches are properly attributed. You can use the following 

guidelines to determine which scores need your investigation. 

 Scores below 15 percent: These papers typically include some quotes and few 

common phrases or blocks of text matching other documents and may not 

require further analysis. 

 Scores between 15 percent and 40 percent: These papers include extensive 

quoted or paraphrased material or they may include plagiarism. These papers 

must be reviewed to determine if the matching content is properly cited. 
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 Scores over 40 percent: There is a very high probability that text in this paper was 

copied from other sources. These papers include quoted or paraphrased text in 

excess and must be reviewed for plagiarism. 

 




